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Telford and Wrekin C.V.S.,

Meeting Point House,

Southwater Square,

Town Centre,

TELFORD,

Shropshire.  TF3 4HS.

Tel: 01952 291350

Notes of the Voluntary and Community Sector Forum

held on Thursday 17th September 2009 

at 10.00 a.m. Meeting Point House
PRESENT

Mick Lloyd, Director, Telford & Wrekin CVS

Sue Howe, Telford & Wrekin CVS

Colleen Wickstead, Telford & Wrekin CVS

Kath Fackrell, Telford & Wrekin CVS

Dee Freebury, Telford & Wrekin CVS

Anne Watkins, Wrockwardine Wood & Trench Parish Council

                         and Trench Allotments & Leisure Gardeners Society

Ann Fletcher, British Red Cross

Sally Rhodes, British Red Cross

Pete Allen, SIAS
Bobbie Brook-Taylor, SIAS

Denise Randell, Landau

Nina Cowley, Bridges

Howard Broadbent, Newport Photographic Club

Bill Walton, Brookside Improvement Group

Judy Lewis, Sutton Hill Families Project

Vicky Brain, Our World Neighbourhood Nursery

June Tranter, Telford Christian Council and STAY

Caia Bryant-Griffiths, Homestart

IN ATTENDANCE

Katy Driver – Telford & Wrekin Council
Mark Turner – Telford & Wrekin Council
1.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Jane Bellingham, Park Lane Centre; Mr. Danks, Coalport Village Hall; Joan Cadwallader, Friendly Retirement Group; Beverly Harris, Volunteer Centre; Derek Tremayne, Newport Cottage Care; Lyn Foley, Relate; Diane Cuff, TREDP.
2.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Mick Lloyd welcomed everyone to the meeting.

3.
NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20TH MAY

These were agreed with the following amendments:

- Judy Lewis, Sutton Hill Families Group added to the apologies list.
- The website address for Newport Photographic Club should read
www.newportphotoclub.com

4.
MATTERS ARISING

Grab-a-Grant (Looking at local funding pots of money)
The next session will be held at 10.00 a.m. on Saturday 26th September at Meeting Point House.  Please ring 01952 291350 to book a place or find out more.

5.       VETTING & BARRING SCHEME – Mark Turner, Telford & Wrekin
                                                                Council                                                                              
Mark introduced the scheme and how the process had evolved following the history of child protection in this country:
· The process will reform current procedures
· It will not replace CRB but will compliment it
· People will have to register with ISA if they work with children or vulnerable adults
· It will be an online checking system 

· If you commit an offence, even when you are CRB checked, it will go

online and you will be barred and it will be retrospective

· Agencies working with barred persons will be notified by ISA

· There will be appeal procedures

· Applications will start in October and in November it will become mandatory

The system still has many teething problems to be overcome but people can contact the ISA with any questions they may have at:
www.isa-gov.org.uk
Copies of Mark’s presentation can be obtained by contacting Sue Howe on 01952 291350 or email: suehowe@tandwcvs.org.uk
Mick thanked Mark for his presentation.

6.        PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST – Katy Driver, Communications Officer,                                                 
                                                           Telford & Wrekin Council


Katy introduced the programme which sets out aims and milestones to achieve universal services for all:
· Improving advice and information
· Care and support from the professionals
-    A wider debate for providing care and support             

Developments will be taking place to introduce a one-stop shop for all social work, more self-assessment, more intensive support and therapy, support to carers, personal budgets for all and new roles in the workforce.
If you have any views on the process please contact: puttingpeoplefirst@telford.gov.uk or visit the website at: www.telford.gov.uk/puttingpeoplefirst.  Hard copies are available from Katy on 01952 388811.

Katy was thanked for her presentation and for coming along at such short notice.

7.       ALTERNATIVE WAYS OF GETTING FUNDING – Dee Freebury, 

                                                                                        Contracts 
                                                                                        Development Worker       
                                                                                        Telford & Wrekin CVS

Dee’s role is working with the local authority and the PCT to demystify the process of contracting with them.
An event “Expand and Contract” is to be held on Friday 6th November at Meeting Point House.

Guest speakers from the Local Authority and PCT will be there to explain the services they contract and the processes involved.  

Booking forms are available from the CVS – ring 01952 291350 or visit the website at: www.tandwcvs.org.uk
In the meantime, if you have any questions, queries, issues or want to find out more, please contact the CVS on 01952 291350 or email: maureenwailes@tandwcvs.org.uk
8.       INFORMATION SHARE
8.1 BT Community Connections

Is your group looking to expand your work through use of the internet and ICT but doesn’t have the means?  If so you can apply for this award.

To find out more, log on to: www.btcommunityconnections.com where you can complete an application form or print a postal application form, OR write to: BT Community Connections, PO Box 6919, London.  W1A 8UX for an application pack OR telephone 0845 257 6792.  Sue Howe also has hard copies of the application form.
8.2 British Red Cross  
British Red Cross is now based at Suite 3.01, Grosvenor House, Central Park, Telford.  TF2 9TW.  Telephone No: 01952 209840.  Please ring them to find out more about there services.
8.3
Bridges DEC
Nina Cowley has been appointed to develop work and projects with community groups and schools.  Please contact Nina for further information on 01952 255526 or email: nina@shropshirebridges.org.uk
9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

PLEASE NOTE

The next meeting of the Forum will be held on MONDAY 7TH DECEMBER at 

10.00 A.M. IN THE Walker Room at Meeting Point House.  (Not 10th November as originally planned).

SH/JH

18/09/09
