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Disabled Children Small Grants Guidance Notes:
Guidance for; voluntary and community groups and clubs based or working in Telford and Wrekin on applying for short breaks small grants revenue funding up to £2,000 (minimum of £200 per project). To support children and young people with disabilities aged up to 18 years to have improved access to short breaks including universal leisure and sports facilities in Telford & Wrekin Council.
This guidance should be used by organisations when applying for additional revenue funding minimum of £200 and up to £2,000 for staffing, training or specialised transport to improve the access of young people with disabilities aged between 0 and 18 years to short breaks activities. 
Disabled children and young people tell us they want to be able to do the same things as other youngsters of their age. They want to be able to enjoy the same play, sporting activities, clubs, leisure and social activities that other young people can access. To help them achieve this Telford & Wrekin Council is making available a series of small grants. These grants aim to support organisations working with young people to include children and young people with disabilities and improve the quality and variety of mainstream leisure activities which they can enjoy.
What is a short break?

A Short Break can be anything from a few hours e.g. going swimming or to a football match, to a longer period e.g. when the child/young person stays in the carers home overnight, or for a weekend.

Definition of Disability
In order to decide which children can access Short Break Services, we use the wide definition of disability as found in the Disability Discrimination Act 2005. The Act defines a disabled person as a person with ‘a physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long term adverse effect on his ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities’.

Each child is however a unique individual, with their own personality, needs and strengths and wishes and feelings. They are entitled to make the same choices as any other child. In addition family circumstances vary and we want to ensure that short breaks provision to individual children reflects their particular needs. A blanket term like ‘disabled children’ risks obscuring the diversity within this population. Our application of this definition should be understood as including those children and young people with long term health needs including those with life limiting conditions.

Who is eligible to apply?
Any voluntary or community group/club interested in, or currently working with children or young people in Telford is eligible to apply. Applicants must be able to demonstrate that they have complied with any registration requirements and that the organisation has obtained a satisfactory and clear Enhanced Disclosure Check through the Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) for all personnel working with or alongside children, including volunteers.  
Applicants must be members of Telford & Wrekin CVS when the application is submitted.
Who is not eligible to apply?
• Private groups/organisations

• Community groups/clubs that are currently receiving short breaks funding through Telford & Wrekin Council

What will we fund?

Groups may apply for additional funding for activities that enhance the quality and amount of short breaks provision for children and young people with disabilities. This might include specific support to enable children to access a group or a particular activity, or it could include training for workers and volunteers. Examples might include:

• Funding for training around disability for a group of adults involved in running a group, club or activity.
• Funding for specific training and support to enable a young person to attend a club or activity – For example a young person with disabilities may be part of a youth group which wishes to organise a residential event – funding could be requested to meet the expense of additional adults to enable the young person to join the event.

• Funding for specialised transport to enable a young person to attend an activity.
• Funding for the purchase of specialised equipment in some circumstances. 
It can also be difficult for families with children with disabilities to enjoy family outings together and access the same range of leisure activities as other families. Applications from parent umbrella groups or organisations supporting families of children with disabilities to organise leisure activities for families would also be welcome. 
Organisations working in Telford & Wrekin will have their own ideas about how to improve the access of young people with disabilities to exciting leisure opportunities. If you would like to discuss whether you would be able to apply for a grant we would like to hear from you and are happy to give advice. Contact details are at the end of this form.
What we will not fund?

This funding will not cover any ongoing revenue funding associated with the main programme of the group and these must be met by the organisation themselves.
Priorities 
Priority will be given to those applications that:-

• Increase short break opportunities to disabled children and young people with more complex needs.
• Improve the skills and capacity of the organisation to deliver short breaks once the funding has come to an end.
What other help is available?

If you need advice or support about working with young people with disabilities, or would like information on the range of short break activities available in Telford please contact Stacey Norwood on 01952 388910 or email: cyp.procurement@telford.gov.uk 
Support for all aspects of your application is available through Telford & Wrekin CVS 01952 291350 or email suehowe@tandwcvs.org.uk
Application Process

We are inviting applications from local organisations that wish to promote the inclusion of children and young people with disabilities.  Funding applications must be a minimum of £200 up to £2,000 per project. Applications for amounts in excess of £2,000 would only be considered in exceptional circumstances. Funding is only available and must be spent within financial year 2011/12 (1st April 2011 to 31st March 2012). 
Applications will be considered by a panel consisting of representatives from Joint Commissioning, CVS and parent forum. They will be looking to get the best overall value for disabled children from the funds available, therefore applications will need to clearly demonstrate their benefits if they are to be successful.  If you wish to apply for funding, please complete the attached application and return to:
Telford & Wrekin CVS

Meeting Point House

Southwater Square

Town Centre

Telford

TF3 4HS
Successful Application
If your application is successful you will enter a grant funding agreement and be expected to provide information to CVS and commissioners to evidence the outcomes and performance of your funding.
Groups receiving a Grant from the Council would be expected to include their activities on the database as well as the ican2 website and newsletter which will be administered by Telford & Wrekin Disabled Children Team. 
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